Hague Conference Background
What exactly will happen at the Hague Conference?

The Conference will consist of five formal sessions, held over two days.  These formal sessions will be chaired by international speakers and Iraqi judges, providing the first substantive exchange of information between Iraqi jurists and their counterparts in over 30 years.  There will also be informal events, including a reception at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence and a tour of the Peace Palace.

Who will attend the Conference?

The CPA has extended invitations to approximately 30 Iraqi judges, from all regions of Iraq, representing the rich diversity of Iraqi society.  At least 25 judges will accompany us to The Hague.  A final list will be distributed before the next press conference.  

International participants include, but are not limited to:  

1. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor (U.S. Supreme Court)

2. Justice Anthony Kennedy (U.S. Supreme Court)

3. Lord Chief Justice Woolf (Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales)

4. Judge Thomas Buergenthal (International Court of Justice, The Hague)

5. Judge Rosalyn Higgins (International Court of Justice, The Hague) 

6. Judge Theodor Meron (International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, The Hague)

7. Chief Justice Davids (Incoming Dutch Supreme Court Chief Justice) 

8. One or two additional judges from the International Court of Justice 
9. Other experts in transitional democracy and judicial independence.  
Is there an agenda for the formal sessions?

Yes, but it is tentative and subject to change depending on the topics participants choose to focus on, and where the discussions lead.  The tentative agenda, prepared by Justice Kennedy, in collaboration with international participants and the CPA, is as follows:
May 5 (Day 1)
· Welcome remarks by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and Chief Justice Medhat (Court of Cassation, Baghdad).

· Morning Session: The Dynamics of a Constitution
· Session will focus on the Rule of Law, and discuss how everything else in a free society depends on the concept — including a functioning economy, a free and fair political system, the development of civil society, and public confidence in police and courts.  

· Also to be discussed are the constitutional principles of federalism and separation of powers — how both principles are vital to controlling the abuse of government power and giving local constituencies meaningful authority over their own affairs.

· Finally, participants will discuss the role of the judiciary in safeguarding fundamental rights and liberties, with a comparative perspective offered by Justice Kennedy and Judge Rosalyn Higgins.

·   Afternoon Session: Role of Judge as Expounder of Law
· Session to be chaired by Judge Buergenthal; Judge Meron; other international jurists and / or experts; and one or two Iraqi judges.  

· Participants will address universal standards of human rights and how they can effectively be incorporated into administrable rule of law.  Also to be discussed are concepts of international due process and a comparative of common law and civil law judicial methods. 

May 6 (Day 2)
· Early Morning Session: Judicial Ethics and Legal Ethics
· Session to be chaired by Justice Kennedy, Chief Justice Davids; other international jurists and / or experts; and one or two Iraqi judges.
· Participants will address vestiges of corruption in transitional democracies; the ethical duties of all participants in the legal system; avoiding appearances of impropriety and conflicts of interests.  

· Late Morning Session: Judicial Independence
· Session to be chaired by Lord Woolf; Justice Sandra Day O’Connor; Judge Meron; and one or two Iraqi judges.

· Participants will address the role of the judge as impartial arbiter, and the role of the judiciary as the principal check on the political branches of government.

· Afternoon Session: Open
· We hope this session will be chaired by Iraqi judges to discuss the unique problems and issues confronting the Iraqi judiciary, and to discuss how the concepts discussed in earlier sessions may be applied by the Iraqi courts, consistent with the heritage and traditions of the Iraqi people.

· Closing Remarks: Chief Justice Medhat and Justice Kennedy.

What do we hope the Conference will accomplish?  
· The Conference will allow for relationships to develop between top jurists from Iraq, from international courts at The Hague, from the United Kingdom, the United States, The Netherlands, and other countries.  Justice Kennedy and other international participants chose The Hague — the locus of the international legal community — as a symbolic venue to welcome top Iraqi jurists to the community of free nations, with a shared commitment to the rule of law.
· The Conference will provide for substantive, candid, and in-depth conversations between Iraqi jurists and their international peers, the first such conversations in more than three decades.  All parties will learn from one another, and come away with a deeper understanding of issues common to all independent judiciaries, as well common understanding of the unique issues confronting Iraqi jurists.
· The Conference will discuss principles that have stood the test of time in free nations around the world, including commitments to fundamental rights; division of government power both horizontally (separation of powers) and vertically (federalism); and the unifying impact of an independent judiciary.  Discussion of how these common principles apply in different nations, with different cultures and traditions, will benefit all Conference participants.  
